by Master Sgt. John Klemack and
Senior Airman Robert Sperling
445th AW/Public Affairs

ore than 300 of the more than
M 2,000Air Force Reservists

assigned to the 445th Airlift
Wing's maintenance and flying units
received activation ordersin preparation
for possible deployment. They will be
activated for aninitia period of 12 months
to support the Global War on Terrorism and
prepare for future contingencies. Thecall-
up includes pilots, flight engineers,
loadmasters, and aircraft maintenance
personnel.

In the wake of the activation, severa
crewstraveled Ft. Campbell, Ky., to pick-up
equipment and some personnel from the
101st AirborneDivision. TheC-141swill
travel from Ft. Campbell into the European
theater, with further travel into U.S. Centra
Command’s*“ areaof responsibility.”

Thisisthewing'slargest mobilization
since thewar on terror began, but members
of the unit were already serving,
voluntarily, on active duty when the orders
came. The 101st Airborne Division and
445th Airlift Wing are supporting Operation

Cargo is loaded on a 445th C-141
for delivery to one of the various
staging facilities established to sup-
port the ongoing war on terror.

Tech. Sgt. Paul from the 445th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron qualifies

on the M-16A2 at the Wing’s weapons simulator. He is from Seymour,
Indiana. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Raquel Matthews)

Enduring Freedom and the global war on
terrorism.

Between Sept. 11, 2001, and this
activation, the 445th has met Air Force
requirementswith volunteers. Thefirst
such volunteer mission took place on Sept.
12,2001, carrying blood, medical supplies,
and 22 surgical, traumaand critical-care
specialiststo McGuireAFB, N.J., and on
Sept. 17, airlifting FEMA personnel from
Cadliforniato New York.

The wing has transported roughly half
of the al-Qaeda and Taliban detaineesfrom
Afghanistan to Guantanamo, Cuba; flew
theremains of American service members
killedinAfghanistanto RamsteinAir Base,
Germany; provided “air ambulance” service
—returning wounded soldiersto the U.S,;
deployed security forces to stateside
military installationsto provide security

while active duty forces deployed
overseas; activated personnel for
TRICARE, family, and mission support
functionsfor Operation Enduring Freedom;
and, on Jan. 24, 2003, established aC-141
staging point in the European Theater to
facilitate troop, equipment, and supply
transport into the Central Command'sarea
of operations.

Thereservistsjoin morethan 150,000
U.S. Reserve and National Guard members
activated in recent months. Some of the
members who received activation orders
were aready deployed overseas on
voluntary active duty and otherswill be
“mobilizedinplace” here at Wright-Patt.

“We all watch the news, but we all know
why wewear the uniform and what our job
is,” said Brig. Gen. “Rusty” Moen,
commander, 445th Airlift Wing.



Commentary

Sandingstrong

duringdifficult times

by Capt. Chaplain Bill Dickens
445th AW/Protestant Chaplain

We, as anation and as individuals,
have taken so much for granted: our
lives, our liberties, our freedom and
the ability to pursue happiness. Sept.
11, 2001 forever altered these
foundational principles. Weliveina
troubled nation, not unlike the nation
of Judah, ruled by KingAsa. |1
Chronicles15:5tellsus:

“And in those times there was no
peace to the one who went out, nor to
the one who camein, but great
turmoil was on all inhabitants of the
lands.”

Not avery hopeful situation. It
seemslike daily there are new threats
to our safety and our way of life. We
wonder if therewill ever beatime of
peace, atimewhen we can let our
guard down.

Thereishope! Inll Chronicles
15:7 (two verseslater) the Lord tells
KingAsa:

“But you, be strong and do not let
your hands be weak, for your work
shall berewarded.”

For everyonein the 445th and for
our families, our mission does méatter.
If we maintain our strength, maintain
our resolve, be diligent in what we do,
wewill berewarded. That reward just
might be peace.

Have agreat day, knowing that
whatever you do in support of the
mission, no matter how large or small,
will berewarded.
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Readiness... in every senseof theword

by Brig. Gen. Rusty Moen g
445th AW/Commander .

Your 445th Airlift Wing
has been in the news quite
abit lately because of the
NnumMerous missions we
have flown in support of
theglobal war onterrorism,
and support of Operations Enduring
Freedom and Noble Eagle.

As you should all be aware of by now,
our flying squadrons and a good number of
our maintainers, morethan 300 in all, were
called to active duty over the Valentines
Day/Presidents Day weekend. That
activation comes on the heels of numerous
short- and long-term tours of duty performed
by hundreds of 445th Citizen Airmen since
Sept. 11, 2001 —all in support of worldwide
requirements for OEF, ONE, and ongoing
participationin Air and Space Expeditionary
Forcerotations. The operations tempo has
been dramatically accelerated, including
such diverse missions as Operation Deep
Freeze, where our aircrews and maintainers
are flying vital passenger and cargo airlift
missionsout of Christchurch, New Zealand,
into the U.S. National Science Foundation's
research facilities at McMurdo Station,
Antarctica.

The constant in common to every tasking
wereceiveistheAir Force'sknowledge of,
and confidence in, our readiness. They
know we areready, willing, and ableto step
up and get the job done, regardless of the
degree of difficulty, remoteness of operating
location, or hardships encountered. We
have thetraining. Our shots are up to date.

We have chemical warfare, self-aid/buddy
care, firearms, and all the other required
training completed.

We are ready.

But | cannot emphasize enough the
importance of another aspect of readiness
that perhaps some of us take for granted or
wait until the eleventh hour to attend to,
resulting in a mad scramble to make sure
thiscritical aspect of our military serviceis
taken care of.

I"mtalking about family readiness.

Get intouch with our 445th Airlift Wing
Family Support office at your first
opportunity. Find out about all of the
services and programs they have to help
you take care of amyriad of family needsin
your absence. A whole host of resources
are at your disposal through Family
Support—from child care to financial
planning assistance; from legal advice to
information on TriCare; from educational
and employment opportunities to
assistance in preparing for mobilization,
deployment, and extended separation.

| urge every wing member to put Family
Support at the top of your list of readiness
requirements. A good start is making sure
you have completed the Family Support
office’s Form 73, “Family Readiness Data
Card.” Itisanimportant aspect of helping
them assessyour family’sneedsin the event
of your deployment.

We know we're ready to perform our
military duties as the commander-in-chief
directs. Let'smakeit atop priority to ensure
that our familiesare equally ready.

(Editor’s note: The 445th Airlift Wing Family Support Office is located in Bldg. 4035, Rm. 18.
Thelocal phone number is 937-656-1502. The wing toll free number is 866-371-2316.)

This funded Air Force Reserve newspaper is
an authorized publication for members of the
U.S. military services. Contents of the Buckeye
Flyer are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by the U. S. Government, Depart-
ment of the Air Force or Department of
Defense. Editorial content is edited, prepared
and provided by the 445th Airlift Wing Office
of Public Affairs. Photographs are U.S. Air Force
photographs unless otherwise indicated.
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For my heroes

by Senior Airman Robert Sperling
445th AW/Public Affairs

hero, as defined by Webster’s
A dictionary is, “(a person) that

shows great courage,” or “a
mythological or legendary figure often
of divine descent and endowed with
great strength and ability.” Thislast
definition of a hero most resembles
people’s heroes, they are the ones that
perform super-human feats and are
imperviousto harm, but for others,
heroes are ordinary people that
accomplish great things and overcome
great odds.

Several members of the 445th Airlift
Wing have taken it upon themselves to
help their heroes by training to run or
walk marathons, participatein cycling
centuries (100-milerides), and
triathlons.

They are members or alumni of the
L eukemiaand Lymphoma Society’s Team
in Training.

Team in Training isanon-profit
organization whose mission isto raises
funds for research to find a cure for
leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’'s disease
and myeloma, and to improve the

Tech. Sgt. Kotsko proudly displays
the two flags he carried with him
through the marathon at Bagram Air
Base, Afghanistan. One if the flags is
the one that was presented at the
Team in Training awards breakfast.
(Courtesy photo)

Spotlight

quality of life of
patients and their
families.

Throughout the
11-year existence of
the southern Ohio
chapter of Teamin
Training, it has
raised over $10
million and trained
over 700 athletesto
pursue their mission
of finding a cure.
Thelocal chapter
encompasses a vast
areaincluding 20
countiesin
southwest Ohio and
three in northern
Kentucky.

Tech. Sgt. Chris
Kotsko, 445th
Aeromedical
Evacuation Squadron
and Teamin Training
member, recently ran the 26.2-mile
Minefield Marathon, Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan. The course took runners
four times around the base and through
active minefields on the perimeter of the
compound. Sgt. Kotsko participated in
the marathon as a member of Teamin
Training, and carried two American flags
for his heroes here in southwest Ohio,
and a cause he feels deeply about.
Kotsko volunteered to deploy to the
region to assist Army and Air Force
medical facilities.

Kotsko was invited to be a guest
speaker at the Team in Training annual
awards breakfast, Feb. 1. The breakfast
was achance for Teamin Training
members to recognize those that had
rai sed specific increments of money for
research, participated in a specific
numbers of events, and also a chance to
recognize their “heroes,” or the patients
and families who suffer with the various
blood cancers.

Prior to his speech, Sgt. Kotsko
formally presented one of his heroes,
Daniel Hershline, whoisinremission
from leukemiaand isaresident of
Dayton, Ohio, with one of the two

Tech. Sgt. Chris Kotsko presents the American flag
that he carried with him during the Minefield
Marathon to Daniel Herchline, his hero. (Photo by
Staff Sgt. Raquel Matthews)

folded American flags that he had
carried with him through the minefield
marathon. The second flag will be
presented later to a young boy from
Columbus, Ohio who is suffering from
leukemia.

During the presentation, Sgt. Kotsko
recognized Daniel’s strength and
fortitude in overcoming leukemiaand
being an inspiration for others. “I was
diagnosed with lymphomain 1998, so |
know what these kids are going
through,” said Kotsko who has been in
remission since 1999. “| remember the
chemotherapy treatment, the radiation
therapy, and | remember my hair falling-
out from the treatments. These kids
and | have a special relationship,”
Kotsko said. When speaking about his
reasons for participating in the
Minefield Marathon he stated, “I
wanted something good to come out of
this, and | wanted someone to benefit
from my experience.”

Daniel and Chris personify the entire
Team in Training program, the people
that volunteer to be a part of the
program think not of themselves, but of
what they can do for others.

1—-.“-&3
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Reserve alrmen help

By Staff Sgt. Charlie Miller
445th AW/Public Affairs

housands of boxes, skids and pal

letsstacked 30-feet high fill Wright-

Patt'sbuilding 13. Thisishometo
the 445th Combat L ogistics Support Squad-
ron; itsmission isto supply every member
of every branch of the military with new
state-of-the-art chemical gear.

The445th’'s CLSS, the activeduty Air
Force Consolidated Mohility Bag Control
Center and 654th CL SSfrom Tinker Air
Force Base, Okla. have been in the thick of
it for seven months now.

“Thisis big potatoes,” stressed Capt.
Ron Courey, Deployment Officer for the
445th CLSS, describing the massive scope
of themission. “ Chemical warfareison
everyone's radar screen.”

Dozens of empty flatbed semi-trucks
routinely pull into building 13, and areim-
mediately surrounded by |oaded forklifts.
The shipmentstaken from Wright-
Patterson are bound for all corners of the
world. Some of thetruckswill driveto Navy
installations where their cargo will be sent
to Marines and seamen on ships at sea. A
number of the truckswill driveto stateside
Army and Air Forceinstillations.

“WEe' re helping not just airmen, but
members of the Army, Navy and Marines,”
said Senior AirmanAllitiaBrown, inventory
management specialist at the445th CLSS.

“We are opening hundreds of boxes
and inventorying the contents,” said Tech.
Sgt. LeeGurthalL ucas, CLSSinventory
management specialist. “ Quality control is
critical. You haveto be accurate when in-
specting for manufactures date, defects, in
packaging, manufacturersidentification
numbers and expiration dates.”

“Sending out asuit or filter past its expi-
ration date could be amatter of life or
death,” Lucas said. “Thereisno room for
mistakes. Thisisahuge mission, aworld-
widemission, and | feel honored and privi-
leged to be part of it.”

“We are touching alot of lives,” said
Tech. Sgt. Leroy Sanders, CLSSaircraft fu-
elssystem craftsman. “Peoples’ lives de-
pend on thismission. It'sareal-world situa-
tion.”

Other CL SSmembers have warehousing
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ton after ton of shipments during the past
seven months. Tech. Sgt. Ivory Orr, inven-
tory management specialist, hasworked ev-
ery corner of the operation.

“The responsibilities and tasks are
growing daily,” Orr said. “It'sabigissue
and avery worthwhile cause.” He serves as
aforklift trainer to active duty airmenwho
came herefromthe 654th CLSS, Tinker Air
Force Base, Okla. With his help, they ob-
tained forklift operators licenses, essential
to the huge operation.

The CLSS members, al volunteers, are
sometimestasked with working weekends
and evenings. “But that's okay,” said
Brown. “We signed up to do amission and
it hasto be done. Thisisan important and
on-going operation.”

Morethan 2.4 million of the Joint Ser-
vices Lightweight Integrated Suit Technol-
ogy, the new chemical suit, and the Chemi-
cal Warfare Defense Equipment ensembles
have been shipped from the base. The as-
setshave atotal valuein excess of $60 mil-
liondollars.

The consolidation center provides the
assets to deployed forces supporting real
world contingencies.

The operation here was originally to be

outfit the world

= Members of Wright-Patt's
! 445th CLSS and AFCMBCC,

! and Tinker's 654th CLSS,

| pitch-in to secure a pallet
before it is sent out into the
world to be ditributed to the
war-fighters. Staff. Sgt.
Ronald Humphrey, 654th
CLSS, and Airman 1st Class

' Tony Lambert, AFCMBCC,
(both left) adjust straps on

8 one side of a pallet while

== Senior Airman Allittia Brown,

| 445th CLSS, (above) sinches

down the opposite side.

acontracted job. At apoint in the planning
process, the scope of the operation was
deemed critical enough to requirethe flex-
ibility of military personnel who canwork a
variety of hours and can be shifted easily
to different work locations. The operation
at Wright-Patt was previoudly at BealeAir
ForceBase, Calif. and Avon Park, Fla. It
was consolidated herein October 2002.

“If there are 2,000 troops on the ground
and they need that many assets to support
all of them, wewill supply them,” Courey
said.

“For the reserve piece of the pie, Head-
quartersAir Combat Command wastasked
by the Secretary of Defense to make this
happen,” Courey said. “The control center
called on the 445th CLSS'sreserviststo as-
sist with inventorying and warehousing the
assets.

We started working on this before the
center’s standup date of October 2002, and
the work today with our supply and trans-
portation folks continues. Our teams of
Rapid Area Distribution Support have also
been used. Thisisall to support Operation
Enduring Freedom,” Courey said.

“It'stotal force,” he concluded.

Buckeye Flyer
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MOBILITY

MOPP Level O

Worn during periods of increased alert when the enemy has an
ability to employ chemical and/or biological agents, but no
immediate indications exist.
Wear: Mask Carrier, Field Gear, Web belt with canteen, Helmet

MOPP Level 1

Worn when a chemical and/ or biological attack is POSSIBLE

Wear: Over garment, Mask carrier, Field Gear
Carry: Footwear covers, Mask and Hood, Gloves

MOPP Level 2

Worn when a chemical and/ or biological attack is PROBABLE

Wear: Over garment, Mask carrier, Field gear, Footwear cover
Carry: Mask and Hood, Gloves

MOPP Level 3

Worn when in an area where contact with chemical and/or
biological agents is NEGLIBLE

Wear: Over garment, Mask carrier, Mask and Hood, Field
gear, Footwear covers
Carry: Gloves

@&
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MOPP Level 4

Worn when the highest degree of protection is required.
Chemical and/ or biological agents are PRESENT

Wear: Over garment, Mask Carrier, Mask and Hood, Field gear,
Footwear covers, Gloves

MOPP Level Alpha

Provides flexibility for accomplishing the mission by performing
mission critical tasks in a post-attack environment while
wearing the mask and hood, and gloves only. This level of
protection is a realistic possibility only after confirmation of
agent type, persistency, and actual hazard location.

Only the commander can determine whether MOPP ALPHA
conditions exist.

@ &

Wear: Mask and Hood, Field gear, Gloves
Carry: Overgarment, Footwear covers

f



Enlisted awards

Wing'sEnlisted Reservigsof the Year recipients

Senior Airman
Tekaral . Ray was
presented, by Gen.
Moen, the honor of
being the 445th
Airlift Wing's
Airman of the Year
at February’s
commander’scall
proceedings at the base theater.

Senior Airman Ray isaMedical
Services Specialist with the 445th
Aeromedical Staging Squadron. Airman
Ray isaskilled Emergency Medical
Technician, who during 2002 was avalued
instructor for the staging squadron’s
Emergency Medical Technician training
program. During that time, she provided
valuableand critical servicewhile
deployed to KadenaAir Force Base,
Japan, training firefightersto be certified
emergency medical technicians. Senior
Airman Ray devel oped a skillstesting
portion of the test to facilitate hands on
instructions for students.

Airman Ray wasbornin Elyria, Ohio.
She currently residesin Cleveland, Ohio
and has earned a Bachelor’'s degreein
Early Childhood Education.

Master Sgt. Harold
K. Fordwas
recognized as the
445th Airlift Wing's
Non-Commissioned

Brig. Gen. Moen at
February’s
commander’scall
proceedings at the base theater.

Sgt. Ford is a Security Forces
Specialist with the 445th Security Forces
Squadron. For most of 2002, Sgt. Ford
was deployed to MacDill Air Force Base,
Fla., where he served as the Non-
commissioned Officer-in-Charge of Water
Patrol Operationsthere. While deployed,
Sgt. Ford was first on the scene of a
TampaPolice Dept helicopter crash. On
the scene he assisted in extracting the two
pilots and providing first-aid. Master Sgt.
Ford was al so recognized asthe Air Force
Sergeant’ sAssociation, Chapter #751's
outstanding Guardsmen/Reservist of 2002.

Master Sgt. Ford was bornin
Columbus, Ohio and he and hiswife Beth
residein Heath, Ohio.

Master Sgt. Matthew K. [

Thompson was

presented with the ¥
honor of being the 445th ‘ i
Airlift Wing's Senior
Non-Commissioned
Officer of the Year by
Brig. Gen. Moen at
February’scommander’s
cdl.

Sgt. Thompson has served as the non-
commissioned officer-in-charge, Vehicle
Operations for the 445th L ogistics Support
Squadron. During 2002, Thompson’srolein
the Logistics Group was key, through his
abilitiesto identify problemsand formulate
solutions to those problems he ensured that
the mission continued uninhibited. During
the year, he procured and coordinated
transportation requirements for local and
transiting personnel and equipment in
support of the wing's Operational
Readiness Inspection.

Master Sgt. Thompson's proven
leadership skillspromote rapport in the
people he supervises, fitting each person to
aspecifictask. Sgt. Thompson wasbornin
Indianapolis, Ind., and heand hiswife Terri
maketheir homein Mechanicsburg, Ohio.

benefit servicesfrom the Department of VeteransAffairs.

To fight for those who
have fought before

by Senior Airman Robert N. Sperling
445th AW/ Public Affairs

eteran of the Year is atremendous honor to bestow upon

one person; the title denotes recognition of amazing feats
of greatness and an exemplary display of service before self.
The 445th Maintenance Squadron has one such individual
who demonstrates daily his dedication to those who have
fought, and are fighting for freedom.

Tech. Sgt. Michael E. Lane, 445th Maintenance Squadron,
Sheet Metal Shop was honored and surprised with the title
“Veteran of the Year” for American Legion Post #200, Huber
Heights, Ohio, when they presented him with a plague Dec. 11,
2002.

Laneisthe post’s service officer, and as part of his position
he assists veterans' requests for help activating or acquiring

g

“I"ll help anybody with VA related issues, they don’t need to
be amember of the American Legion, just aveteran,” said Lane.
When describing his role in the process he said, “It’s just
something | do.”

Lane has been in the military off and on for over 25 years, he
started his career in the Navy and is now an air reserve
technician with the maintenance squadron.

Sgt. Laneisvery active within his squadron and is always
willing to help someone el se or their familieswith benefitsadvice
or help, he also actively participates in events sponsored by his
post and is the post’s representative to the county’s government
counsel.

Lane's network of resources enables him to fight vigorously
for the veterans he represents. “I have done thisfor quite afew
years and have been fortunate to know many people who really
understand the VA system and have been able to teach me what
they knew,” said Lane.

“Being presented with thistitle isagreat honor, but | would
dowhat | do regardless of recognition,” said Lane.

- ; Buckeye Flyer



AR Welcome and Congratulations!

Promotions

Congratulations to the follow-
ing personnel, recently pro-
moted to the rank indicated.

Airman E

AMN MathinaEvans, 445 MSS
AMN CharlotteWilliams, 445MSS

Airman First Class W

A1CKerry Hahn, 445 M SS

I ™=
. |
Captain I

Capt. VderieCoffman, 445ASTS
Reenlissments

Congratulations to the follow-
ing 445th AW members who
recently re-enlisted in the
Reserve.

SrA JamesFuller, 89AS

SSgt. Ryan Hillis, 445 CES
SSgt. Brian Jones, 445 SFS
SSqt. Frankie Lowder Jr., 445 SFS
TSgt. Timothy Back, 445AMDS
TSgt. Mark Fellows, 445AMDS
TSgt. Steven Kaufman, 445 M XS
TSgt. Karen Scholz, 445AMDS
MSgt. John Mangas, 87 APS
MSgt. Leah Monhart, 87 APS
MSgt. Jay Thompson, 445AMXS
MSgt. William Thornhill, 356 AS
SM Sgt. Wilbert McCutcheon Jr.,
245CES

SM Sgt. John Mills, 445 OSS
SM Sgt. Timothy Reuber, 445 0SS
CMSgt. Gary Maynard, 445CLSS

Newcomers

Welcome to the following re-
servists, recently assigned to
the 445th AW

AB Conley Douglas, 445ASTS
AMN ColinBolton, 445 M SS
A1C Casey Collard, 445ASTS
A1C Jason Frazier, 445AGS
A1CKimberly Kurzawa, 445AGS
A1CHolly Oneal, 445AMDS
A1CMichael Sligh, 89AS

A1C Joel Spitzer, 445MSS
A1C JohnWukelich, 445AMDS
SrA Oliver Fisher, 445 CES

SrA Joey Stone, 445 AES

SrA Douglas Watson, 445 SV S
SSt. Richard Burkheser, 445 M XS
SSgt. AnnamariaDavis, 89AS
SSgt. Stephen Graves, 445AMDS
SSgt. JamesHarris, 445 SFS
SSgt. Melissalewis, 445 MG
SSgt. Randy Myers, 87 APS
Capt. Janene Lesko, 445ASTS
John Stewart, 87 APS

Shannon Hodge, 87 APS
ErichBlack, 445AMXS
Kenneth Eads, 445 LRS

Awards

Congratulations to the follow-
ing 445th AW members who
recently earned awards.

Meritorious Service M edal
LTC Candace Yakimow, 445AES
LTC DavidKéllner, 445 SPT GP
LTC Stan Sheley, 445 M XS
LTC ObaVincent, 445ASTS
LTCKarl Ludolph Jr., 89AS

LTC David Stroud, 89AS

Mgj. CarlottaWebb, 445 AES
Mgj. KatherineKalns, 445AES
Mgj. CurtisL uther, 445 OSS
Mgj. Martin Wilkins, 445 OSS
Maj. Robin Thompson,89AS
Capt. Jeffrey Callins, 445ASTS
Capt. Todd Mulhorn, 445 AES
Capt. Timothy Downs,445ASTS
CMSgt. RichardHayes Jr., 356 AS
SMSgt. Jeffrey Allen, 445AMXS
SMSgt. Leonard Getts, 445 MSS
SM Sgt. Stephen Bell, 445 OSS
SMSgt. TeresaK ennedy,445AES
MSgt.Rel ph Conner [11,445AMXS
MSgt. ThomasPrintz, 445 MXS
MSgt. Phyllisteen Floyd, 445AW
M Sgt. Annette Jones, 445 OSS
MSgt. David Vaenting, 445 M XS
M Sgt. John Wolfram,445 M XS
TSgt. John Bauer |1, 445 M XS
TSgt. Gary Hillyer, 445 CF
TSgt. Steven Sherlock, 445 M XS

Aerial Achievement Medal
LTCPhilip PierceJr., 89AS
Mgj. Jon Koch, 356 AS

Mgj. CharlesLarson, 356 AS
Capt. Richard Webster, 356 AS
SMSgt. Phillip Fernandez, 356 AS
MSgt. John Costello, 89AS
MSgt. Jeffey Davis, 89AS
MSgt. TeresaPitstick, 89AS

M Sgt. Robert Welshhans ., 89AS
TSgt. Robert Brown, 356 AS
TSgt. Jeradd Cremeens Jr., 356 AS
TSgt. Brian Dawes, 356 AS
TSgt. ThomasWilks, 356 AS

Air ForceCommendationAward
Mg. IreneBenson, 445ASTS
Capt. FranklinHarbert Jr., 445AES
Capt. Matthew Smith, 356 AS
Capt. Scott Williams, 445ASTS
Capt. Paul Neef, 445 MOS
Capt. Richard Webster, 356 AS
2nd.Lt. Stacy Gartrell, 445ASTS
M Sgt. Micheel Johnston, 445M SG
M Sgt. Robert Naghring, 445 OSS
MSgt. Kevin Steyer, 356 AS
TSgt. Beth Bohman, 87 APS
TSgt. Paul Bower 111,445 OSS
TSgt. Carlton Edwards, 87 APS
TSgt. Mark Lyle, 445ASTS
TSgt. ThomasMcVey, 87 APS
TSgt. Richard Radabaugh, 87APS
TSgt. SylviaRogers, 87 APS
TSgt. John Schilling, 445 MXS
TSgt. Elizabeth White, 87 APS
TSgt. Edward Hurst, 445 MXS
SSgt. Scott Schrier, 445AMXS
SSgt. Robyn Yeager, 87 APS
SSgt. CharlesMiller, 445 AW

Air ForceAchievement M edal
Capt. Darren Duncan, 445 AW
Capt. CharlesHuff, 445ASTS
1st. Lt. Jonathan Bell, 356 AS
1<t Lt. ThomasFuhrman, 356 AS
SMSgt. Cecil Dalton, 445AW
TSgt. CharlesAnderson, 445CLSS
TSqt. Dirk King, 445 CLSS
TSgt. Monte Snyder, 445 MOS
SSgt. Scott Lawson, 445 CLSS
SSgt. Gregory Ridgeway, 445CLSS
SSgt. Ed Sims, 445 CLSS

TSgt. Robert Brown, 356 AS
TSgt. David Dixon, 356 AS

Maintenance squadron's Sharp Troop Award

by Saff Sgt. Raquel Matthews
445th AW/ Public Affairs

OTnce ayear, members of the 445th Maintenance Squadron’s
op Three are given one card to present toairmen or non-
commissioned officersthey want to recognize for ajob well
done, looking sharp in uniform, or going out of their way to do

something above and beyond.

The only requirement for this award is that they must be a
technical sergeant or below. Once given the card, recipients
present the card to the first sergeant. Quarterly, each person
recognized will receive acertificate and $25, donated by the Top

Three.

“The Sharp Troop Award is a program where senior
noncommissioned officers recognize their junior troops for acts

March 2003

that may otherwise go unnoticed,” said 1st Sgt J. J. Smith, 445th
Maintenance Squadron. “ For example, | saw one of my troop’s
pick-up some trash outside of the dining facility, so | gave her a

card.”

The squadron has just completed itsfirst year for this
program. If youwould like moreinformation about this program,
you may call Senior Master Sgt. J.J. Smith at (937) 470-7019.

! BHARFP TROOP CARD "g‘

& i e B SRR TROCH

The MXS Sharp Troop
Card that is presented to
individuals, E-6 and be-
low, for outstanding
achievements above and
beyond what is required.
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‘Emergency data cards move to Web

Courtesy of Air Force Personnel
Command News Service

irmen can now updatetheir

emergency contact information from
any Web-connected computer as an
alternate meansto visiting their military
personnel flights.

Called theVirtual Record of Emergency
Data, or VRED, theform providestheAir
Force with information needed to contact
family membersif an airman suffersa
seriousillnessor injury, or dieswhileon
active duty.

TheVRED replacesthe Department of
Defense Form 93, Record of Emergency
Data, and will need to be kept updated
individually. ThevM PFwill prompt airmen
to update their emergency data upon login.

Also, local military personnel flightswill
notify airmen based on location when they
must sign on and establish their initial
eectronicform, saidMgj. Jerry Couvillion,
chief of the casualty services branch here.
Thetransition is expected to last until June;
however, people at remote locations
without Internet access can still use paper
copiesof theform.

“The biggest advantage is convenience
for the customer,” he said. “ People won’t
haveto stand in line at the MPF to make
simple changesto their contact
information.”

The innovation comes as the Air Force
increasesits number of deployed airmen,
said Mgj. Gen. Thomas O’ Riordan,
personnel center commander.

“Updating emergency datais
important,” hesaid. “Itisacrucial part of
expeditionary preparation.”

Accurate and current family contact
information can prevent delays of medical,
casualty and death benefits for airmen and

family members, officialssaid. It also
avoids hours or even days of uncertainty
during which casualty teams are sometimes
|eft to track down next of kin.

“That emergency informationis
essential for our casualty notification teams
in case an airman becomes incapacitated or
worseyet, killed,” Couvillion said. “Once
themember initially completestheform,
they will beableto goin at any time and
update specific information as needed. It's
simple and savestime.”

Personnel officialsencourageall active-
duty, Guard and Reserve airmen to update
their information every six months, prior to
deployments and after moving.

On the AFPC Web page at
www.afpc.randol ph.af.mil, people can select
the “vMPF" logo at the top of the page.
New vM PF users will need to establish an
account.

Theonlineapplication, which will take
most people about 15 minutes, requires
information on relatives and their
addresses.

For moreinformation about the vM PF,
call theAir Force Contact Center at (866)
229-7074.
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